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RECEIVED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS CENtSSCW6gNTER 

SEP 1 7 2007 

1 . (Currently Amended) In a blook diagram environment, oA computer-readable 
medium holding el e otronio d e vio e computer- executable otopo for q mothod, paid mothod 
comprising the aXcpo o fi nstructions. the medium comprising : 

d e signating at least one source bloola i nstructions for determining an intersection of 
characteristics common to a plurality of source blocks in a block diagram: 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic inef-said oouroo blool ri ntersection 
of characteristics : 

instructions for receiving a designation of d e oicnatinQ at least one destination block in 
ftsaid block diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one characteristic to said destination 

block. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , th e method further comprising^ efte* 
oaid otop of oolooting at least ono ohoraotoriotio, tho otep of 

instructions for c reating a data structure for the selected at least one characteristic4n 
oaid stop of floleoting , said data structure having a plurality of substructures. 

4 . (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 y wherein said step-e£selecting at least 
one characteristic involves the use of a category list, said at least one characteristic-ef said 
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oouroo bloolc oomprioing a plurality of charact e ri s tics, eaoh of said charact e ristics associated 
with at least one category of said category list. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The medium of claim 1, wherein said destination block is a subsystem 
representing a plurality of blocks and said at least one characteristic is propagated to each of 
said plurality of blocks. 

7. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said destination block is a 
subsystem_block representing a plurality of lower-level blocks and said etep-ef-propagating is 
restricted to propagating to said destination bloolc that io a subsystem block an4-without 
propagating does not occur t o said plurality of lower-level blocks. 

8. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, the mothod further comprising! 

tho otop o f mstructions for undoing said propagating step-by returning the 
characteristics of said destination block to a condition existing prior to said propagating-etep. 

9. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said atep-e£-propagating said 
at least one characteristic of oaid oourco block involves propagating less than all 
characteristics in said intersection of characteristic so f oaid oouroo block . 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 91, wherein said step of p ropagating 
involves propagating less than all characteristics in said intersection of characteristicse feakt 
oouroe block , as specified by a user. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said otop of s electing involves 
selecting said characteristics to be propagated from a Graphical User Interface ( GUT). 

12. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said otop of s electing involves 
selecting said at least one c haracteristiclTsU to be propagated by the use of a shortkey. 

13. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said step-ef-propagating 
involves propagating less than all characteristic s in said intersection of characteristics- ^f^atd 
oouro e block , as automatically determined based on characteristics of said plurality of source 
blocks and characteristics of said destination block. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , foe- method further comprising: the 

instructions foT storing information relating to propagating stop t o enable repeating 
said oolooting atop and said propagating-step. 

15. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 14, wherein said storing step-comprises 
storing information relating to multiple iterations of said propagating-step. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , th e m e thod further further 
comprising^! after oaid oolooting atop and before oaid designating at least one do3tination 
bloolc otop. tho atop of instructions for d etermining which blocks of said block diagram 
environment h ave characteristics corresponding to the selected at least one characteristic in 
said step of s electing. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , th e m e thod further comprising:. ^-afi^p 
ooid otop of dooignating at loaot one dootinati on blook and before oaid stop of designating at 
l e ast on e source blook, th e step of 

instructions for determining which blocks of said block diagram environment h ave 
characteristics that could be propagated to said destination block. 

18. (Original) The medium of claim 1, wherein said at least one characteristic is a parameter. 

19. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said at least one characteristic 
is a method one of a component, block diagram attribute or property of a source block . 

20. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said-selecting at least one 
characteristic-step is performed before oaid dooignating at loaot on e souro e blook stop and 
said designating at least one destination block ste^. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said at least one p luralitv of 
source blocks.ar^fr^c?^^ m^rjTert^l^^ 
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22. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said st e ps of d e oignating at 
least ono aouroo block and dosignating -designation of at least one destination block are-is 
performed from a text-based list. 

23. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said destination block does 
not have said characteristic prior to said propagating-step. 

24. (Currently Amended) In a block diagram onvironmont, oA system m odium holding 
el e ctronic devic e e xooutablo comprising: o tepo for a method, paid method comprising the 

CfWTTSf vl. 

a memory configured to hold a block diagram having a plurality of blocks: and 

j a processor configured to: 

d e signating a plurality of oouroe blocks; 

d e t e rminm g ^determine an intersection of characteristics common to said a 
. plurality of source blocks^.- and wher e in said step of s e l e oting at l e ast on e oharaotcriatio 
involves a selection from said intersection 



selecting at least one characteristic from said intersections 



receive a designation d e signating of a destination block in said plurality of 



blocks.^ and 




-propagate said selected at least one characteristic to said 



destination block. 
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25. (Currently Amended) In q blook diagram environment, oA computer-readable 
medium holding e l e ctronic) d e vic e c omputer- executable otopo for a method, oaid method 
comprising th e step s o fi nstructions> the medium comprising : 

instructions for receiving a designation of d esignating a source bloc k in a block 
diagram : 

instructions for receiving a designation of d esignating a plurality of destination blocks 
in a block diagram; 

instructions for d etermining an intersection of characteristics common to said source 
block and said plurality of destination block s-wh e r e in - said atop of selecting at least on e 
characteristic involv es a sel e ction from said intersection; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic from said intersection of 
characteristics; 

instructions for p ropagating said selected a t least one characteristic to each of said 
plurality of destination blocks. 

26. (Currently Amended) In an e l e otronio devic e having a block diagram environment, a 
An apparatus m ethod comprising the otopo of : 

means for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality of 

source blocks in a block diagram: 

d e signating at leaot one oouroo blook; 

means for s electing at least one characteristic e£-in said oouroo blool ri ntersection of 
characteristics: 

means for receiving a designation designating of at least one destination blockjnsaid 
block diagram : and 
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means for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 

block. 

27. (Currently Amended) The deviee -apparatus o f claim 26, wherein said at least one 
characteristic is a parameter. 

28. (Currently Amended) The dovioo apparatus o f claim 26, wherein said at least one 
characteristic is one of a component, block diagram attribute or property of a source blocka 
rnothod . 

29. (Currently Amended) The deviee -apparatus o f claim 26, wherein said otop of 
selecting involves selecting said characteristics to be propagated from a Graphical User 
Interface (G UT). 

30. -33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) In a softwar e diagram environment^ a A computer-readable 
medium holding e lectronic d e vic e computer-e xecutable Gtops for a method, oaid mothod 
comprismp the atops o f instructions. the medium comprising : 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source graphical objects in a Unified Modeling Language (UMU diagram; 
dooignating at loaGt one source graph i cal object; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of in said intersection of 
characteristics ooid oouroo graphical obj e ct ; 
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instructions for receiving; a designation of d osienating a t least one destination 
graphical object in said UML diagram; and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 
graphical object. 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) In a oirouit diagram environment, a A computer-readable 
medium holding e l e ctronic d e vic e computer- executable instructions, the medium 
comprising: Dtopo for a mothod. oaid method oomprioing the stopo of: 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source components in a circuit diagram: 

d e signating at l e ast on e sourc e compon e nt; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic e£in said oouroo 
oomponon ti ntersection of characteristics: 

instructions for receiving a designation of d esignating at least one destination 
componen t in said circuit diagram : and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 
component. 

37. (Currently Amended) In a mechanical diagram onvironmont, oA computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio dovio e computer- executable stop3 for amotho di nstructions. said 
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instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source components in a mechanical diagram: 
designating ot loaot one oouroo component; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic in said intersection of 
characteristics of said Gouro e compon e nt : 

instructions for receiving a designation of designating at least one destination 
componen t in said mechanical diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 
component. 

3 8 . (Currently Amended) In a biological diagram e nvironment, aA computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio dovioo computer-e xecutable instructions, the medium 
comprising; st e ps for q m e thod, - gatd - method comprising the steps of: 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source d esignating at loaot on e sourc e graphical elements in a biological diagram : 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of oaid oouroe graphical 
olomonto i n said intersection of characteristics; 

instructions for receiving a designation of d ooignating at least one destination 
graphical elementrrs ll in said biological diagram : and 

instructions for p ropagating said characteristic to said selected at least one d estination 
graphical element££sU. 
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39. (Currently Amended) 



In a n e twork diagram e nvironment o A computer-readable 



medium holding electronic dovioo computer- executable instructions, the medium 
comprising: otopq for a method, paid mothod oomprioing tho ctopo of: 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of d es ignating at l e ast on e s ource graphical element s in a network diagram; 

instructions for s electing at least one characteristic of oaid oouroo graphical 
eiementein, said intersection of characteristics; 

instructions for receiving a designation of d e s ignatin ^-at least one destination 
graphical elementlTs n in said network diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one characteristic to said at least one 
destination graphical element[£s]l 

40. (Currently Amended) In a block diagram environment, oA computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio dovioo computer-e xecutable otepo for a m e thod, said method 
comprioinp th e ct e ps o b structions, the medium comprising : . 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of doflipnating at loaat ono source lines associated with a first block and a second block of a 
block diagram oaid blook diagram environment : 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of said source lino intersectiou of 
characteristics: 

instructions for receiving a designation of d eoignating at least one destination line 
associated with a third block and a fourth block o f said block diagra m said block diagram 



environment ; and 
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instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 

line. 

41. (Original) The medium of claim 40, wherein said second block and said third block are 
the same block. 

42 . (Currently Amended) In a blook diagram onvironmont, aA computer-implemented 
medium m ethod h olding olootronio dovioo oomputor o xooutablo steps for a method, said 
method comprising tho steps o finstruotions. tho medium comprising : 

instr uctions for determining an intersection of characte ristics common to a plurality 
of designating at least ono source block s in a block diagram; 

instructions for selecting at least one feet-characteristic of said sourc e block in said 
jfltereection of characteristics; 

instruct! QH »jeFTeceiving a designation of d esignating at least one destination block ft 
plurality of destination bloolcg -in said block diagram: and 

instruotion g^ef^p ropagating said selected at least one fi fst-characteristic to at-thejeast 
one destination bloc k of said plurality of d e stination blocks . 

43 . (Currently Amended) The medium m ethod o f claim 42 further comprising: , wher e in 

propagating stop determines determining said at least one destination block in whioh 
to propagate said first characteristic i s the-a^same block type as said-at least one source block 
in said plurality of source blocks. 
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44. (Currently Amended) The m e dium m ethod of claim 42, wherein. , oaid propagating 
otep dotorminoo s aid at least one destination block is designated i n whioh to propagat e said 
first oharaot e riotio b ased on a second characteristic of oaid at loaot ono aouroo blool d n said 
intersection of characteristics, said second characteristic matching a second characteristic of 
said at least one destination block in whioh to propagate said first oharaot e ristio . 

45. (Currently Amended) The m e dium method o f claim 44, wherein said second 
characteristic d e signates indicates s aid at least destination b lock as-isrepresentative of a 
virtual subsystem. 

| 46. (Original) The medium m ethod o f claim 42, wherein said at least one d estination block is 

a subsystem representing a plurality of blocks and said at least one characteristic is 
| 1 propagated to each of said plurality of blocks in said subsystem . 

47 . (Currently Amended) In a block diagram onvironmont, aA medium holding 
olootronio dovioo computer- executable ptepo for a mothod, oaid method comprising the st e ps 
^instructions, the medium comprising : 

instructions for determining an intersection of characteristics common to a 
d e signating a fi rst source block and a second source block in a block diagram : 

designating a second souro e blook; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic ef-in said first aouroo block and 
oaid aooond sourc e blook i ntersection of characteristics, said first source block having said 
characteristic of a first value, said second source block having said characteristic of a second 
value; 
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instructions for receiving a designation of d esignating a first destination block and a 
second destination block in said block diagram : and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said first 
destination block and said second destination block, said first value propagated to said first 
destination block and said second value propagated to said second destination block. 

48. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 47, wherein said propagating-step 
determines said first destination block and said second destination block by the use of 
respective contexts relative to said first source block and said second source block. 
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